English/ Oral Skills (11 May 2007)
	
	General Criteria
	Interaction
	Conmprehensibility & Structures
	Vocabulary
	Pronunciation


	
	In communication situations in the field of expertise the student is capable of…

	5
C2
	· using the language in an extensive and controlled manner 
· expressing his/her thoughts spontaneously, precisely and very fluently 
· emphasizing matters, pointing out differences and avoiding confusion  
· giving a clear and fluent description or argument choosing the style in accordance with the context  

	· operating as an equal communication partner with a skilled speaker

· communicating in a clear and persuasive way in, for example, complicated negotiation situations  
· taking the floor in an effortless manner 
· structuring and adjusting his/her speech in a flexible manner based on the situation 
	· using the language in a way that is grammatically intact and supports the communication goals also on complicated subjects in demanding situations  
	· using rich and precise vocabulary 
· undetectedly compensate for defects 
	· as C1

	5
C1
	· expressing oneself in a rather effortless manner using appropriate verbal expressions without having to constrain his/her words 
· giving clear and detailed descriptions and presentations on complicated subjects 
	· maintaining conversation fluently without support 
· communicating abstract subjects spontaneously and fluently, for example in meetings 
· skillfully connecting his/her ideas to those of others 
	· speaking in a clear and coherent manner but is forced to compromise fluency when the subject is demanding 
· using varied structures in an almost flawless manner and the errors do not interfere with comprehension 
	· precisely using expressions and vocabulary based on context and typical of the target language 
· paraphrasing when necessary without a break in speech 
	· pronouncing in a very rich and natural manner 
· using natural and varying intonation and stress to indicate different shades of meaning 

	4-5
B2
	· operating in oral situations which demand a capability to express points of view and develop arguments without having  to constrain his/her words too much 

· describing various subjects in his/her own words in an uninterrupted, detailed and clear manner although with some occasional hesitation 

	· fluently and appropriately participating in a conversation  
· understanding details of conversation, delivering multifaceted information and giving reasons for his/her arguments
· commenting on the speech of others and contributing additional points of view and conclusions 
· taking the floor although sometimes in a little clumsy manner
	· communicating fluently and effortlessly using comprehensible language 
· mostly maintaining an intact use of structures and the errors do not interfere with comprehension   
	· using his/her wide vocabulary in a precise and varied manner, but inaccuracy may occur in the choice of words 
· paraphrasing so that it helps deliver the message 
	· pronouncing in a clear and natural manner 
· paying attention also to the intonation 

	1-3
B1
	· managing in most of the common situation 

· speaking about familiar topics or topics of personal interest in a consistent manner – frequent pauses or corrections may occur 

· giving reasons and explaining his/her plans and points of view 
· preparing and giving a simple presentation on a familiar subject 
	· participating in a meaningful manner in a fairly long conversation conducted in a clear language on concrete subjects although the verbal help of others is required in order to express his/her thoughts 
· giving a summary of the conversation 

· asking for a repetition or clarification 
· adjusting his/her expression to some extent to suit the situation 
	· expressing his/her opinion in a predominantly comprehensible manner at least on simple topics although it may at times be difficult to understand the goal  of the speaker  
· using simple language avoiding the more demanding structures due to which the insufficiency and simplicity of speech may complicate understanding or cause misunderstanding 
	· using the basic vocabulary of the field of expertise well 
· using the most common phrases, but difficulties occur when expressing complicated matters 

	· pronouncing in a comprehensible manner although with a clear foreign accent 
· paying only little attention to the intonation 

	0-1
A2
	· communicating familiar subjects in uncomplicated and routine situations 
· describing his/her background and home or work environment by using simple phrases and sentences 
· giving a short, simple and rehearsed presentation on a familiar topic 
	· participating in simple oral situations such as a clear and slow exchange of information, but is rarely capable of maintaining conversation and is often forced to ask for a repetition of essential points 
· forming his/her expression only with the help of others 
	· communicating in a comprehensible manner in situations involving short addresses and listing items although the systematic use of basic structures is wobbly and the conversation partner mav have to ask for a repetition 
· expressing his/her thoughts only with the help of frequent pauses and rephrasing 
	· using basic vocabulary related to everyday situations 
	· usually pronouncing in a comprehensible manner despite errors
· focusing more on the pronunciation of separate sounds than the sentence rhythm and intonation 


Based on the feedback received from language teachers the project group has decided to exclude the column “Communication Strategies”from the list of variables. However, this is not to say that it is unimportant to admit the existence of communication strategies, only at present we are incapable of describing them in a systematically sufficient way.

Communication strategies relate to how well the student is able to 

· interrupt, ask for a clarification or compensate and complement the conversation
· use different listening strategies (  1) actively: giving sounds, commenting, asking, giving compliments, 2) giving critical arguments, 

      3) showing social empathy, 4) observing in silence etc.)
· gather, summarise and modify information for different purposes 

· summarise points of view and suggest compromises based on what he/she hears

· deliver ideas directly or with background investigation and reasoning

· use the name of and background information about the conversation partner in order to tailor the message to better suit the purpose
· conclude meaning from an unfamiliar expression
· apply his/her knowledge in new situations and further develop his/her language skills

